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A  Message 

to  the 

Baptists  of  Canada 

By  REV.  J.  E.  DAVIS,  M  A. 


The  Baptist  Book  Room,  Toronto 


The  following  letter  was  sent  by  our 
beloved  brother  in  Gospel  bonds,  Rev. 
J.  E.  Davis,  M.A.,  from  his  lonely 
Patmos  home,  at  Tracadie,  N.B.,  to  the 
delegates  of  the  Baptist  Convention, 
meetinpr  in  Peterborough,  Ont.,  Oct. 
1 5th  to  2 1  st,  1 9 1 3.  it  was  understood 
that  a  copy  was  also  read  at  the  Mari- 
time Convention  at  Amherst,  N.S. 

Afte.  the  reading  of  the  letter,  which 
produced  a  profound  impression,  it  was 
unanimously  resolved  that  it  should  be 
printed,  and  a  copy  sent  to  every  Baptist 
Church  in  Canada.  It  is  suggested  that 
every  pastor  read  the  letter  from  the 
pulpit,  that  as  many  of  our  people  as 
possible  hear  the  inspiring  message. 

C.  E.  MacLeod, 

Secretary  of  the  Convention. 

J    '     it     4. 
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Message  to  the  Baptists  ot  Canada 

I't'iir    I^rcf lircii. — 

Iti    Miy    .ln-;mi,    wlii.-h    \v;is    |,ul>lisli,.,|    i,,    tli,'    M;iri- 
'iH.'    Mil. I     (•.•iii;Hli:iii     l'.:i|,(ist.    sum.'    iiiniiflis    ii;:...     I 

"ImI.'MM.IcI      tn     set      lM>r'n.-.'     iMIf      pooplo      wliaf      I      coll 

-"'••'■••'I    f"    !"■   th.-it   (IcmI  -ivni    tiisk,    \i/..    tli<>    c^t.-il. 
!i-liiii-    of    Xrw    'rrstiiinriit    .•lniiv!i..s    in    ,.v,.|v    town 

•IImI     \\\\-A^i'    in    (•;i|,;hI,.,.        |     |,;,  v,.     „„    ,inul.t    tllllt    SoIllC 

tliou-ht    it    M    Micic    ilicaiii    an. I    scaivciv    wortliy    of 
-"lioiH    coiisidciatioii.    lait    w  lien    wo    rcincriilMT    that 
"iir    |M'n|,l,.  arc   always   iimxin;;    from    one  section    of 
tlic   coniitry    t..   anotlwr,    tliat    wliat    may    he    inipos 
-il.lc    in    one    ;^.'iioratioii    may    he   accom|)lisli.',l    com- 
|..ir:itl\(ly  easily    in   tlio   next,   ami    when    we   fiirthor 
|".i-i,ier  that   lia|.tists  .ji.l   not  start  out   lilx»>  laitlier 
■■iiol    Calvin,    to    reform    the    Church,    hut    ratlier    t(. 
i«'st/u-e  primitive  Christianity,  then,  unless  we  liavt' 
fcr-ottcMi    the   object   of  our  forefathers,   my   dream 
is  exceedin^ily  mo.lest.      I    am   convince.!   tliat  eithor 
we   are   destine. 1    to    unite   with    some    denomination 
that     has    more    truth     than    we    havo,    or    wo    aro 
destined   to   -ive   truth,    to   every  <lenoniination    that 
will    ("veiitnally    lead    tluMu    to    unite    with    us.      If 
tlie    f<.rnier    be   true,    then    we    ou-:i.t    to    search    out 
that    ofiie:    .b'nomiiiation    and    make    haste   to   unite 
with   it.     Tint   if  the  latter  l)e   true,  then   the  estal)- 
■i^'     ^   of    \ew    Testament    churclies    in    every    town 
■•I         vilhiLie   in    Canada    is    not   an    eii.l   in    its(df   but 
oi.  ..•   a    means  to   ludp  us  to  aecomjdish   the  purj.ose 
for  which   (iod   has  raised  us  up,  vi/.:   tliat  of  mal<- 
iii.u    Canada     a     Baptist    country    and    the    world    :i 
I5;iptist   world.      I    am   persuaded   that   Baptist.'^   <,'eii- 
erally    think    too    little    of   themselves   and    of    their 
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Illi^-inir  ih  fli.>  Uulld.  Tlli'V  hnvc  hrcil  r;il|,<,l  :i 
-'■'•I  ""  1111.11  ill  |?ri(:iiii  ;in<l  on  tin-  ('out  iiiciil  tli:it 
"^"iiir    li;i\i'    ciiiiii'    III    li.'li.'vi-    it.       'I'lic     l'.,i|it  i-^t     <'.iM 

uri'-s.       Iii-hl       in      Sto  •IJinllil.      Ili.wcvrr.      li'\  cillnl      III, 

l';i''  tlinl  tliric  ;in'  Hiiiiti-I--  ill  Miiicti'cn  cniiiiiri,- 
ill  i;iin>|.(',  ;iiii|  ui'  kriDU  tli;it  there  ;iie  some  I'.,!). 
tists  ill  lie;irl\-  r\i>yy  cdil  li  t  l.v  ill  t  lie  Wuijil,  (.;i,l, 
little  yi{iii|i  isiij.'ited  from  tlie  oilier,  :i||  iiiicotis,'i(iu>-l\ 
Working:  out  their  own  ije-tiny.  I  woiil.j  tli;il  tlie\ 
iniL'Ilt  .IWIlke  to  e(j|iscioiisiiess  ;iili|  lie;^iii  to  lilliM  .1 
worl.l  kiiijidom  Cor  Christ  in  ;i  more  intellii^i'iil  nii'i 
;iMMr,>,si\,.  nmniier.  I  |ir;iy  that  l'.;i|it  ist-  m:i\ 
Id'^iii   to  think   ill   terms  of  empire. 

P.li.|ilh;i  iniil  (lre;iiiis  :iiol  visions  of  estiilili-^hin:; 
:i  ;;ie;it  religion,  ;itnl  he  so  iin|iresvei|  his  foHoWiM- 
thnt  tliev  |i?oci;iime<|  his  doctrines  nil  o\er  A-i;i. 
;ind   to-d.'iv   he   lins   four  hundred    million    follower-. 

.Mahomef     imd     dreniis     niid     visions     of    est  nl.li- li 
iii;4    ;i     ,t;re;it     i(di;;ion    nii<l    ;i     yrent     empire,    and     hi- 
followers  made   his  dream   a   reajits'. 

.Vliraham  and  the  .lews  iia<l  visions  of  founding: 
a  ;zreat  !<iii,i;(lom  and  of  eventually,  through  tlieii 
.Messiah,    of   ruling    o\(M'    the    whole    world. 

The  early  Christians  had  visions  o{'  making  tlie 
kinj.;i|oms  of  tliis  world  thi'  kin;;iloms  of  our  Lord 
and  His  Christ,  and  liy  tlieir  faitli  ami  |ierse\ craiiee 
they    l(r(dve   tlie    power   of   th(>    iioman    j'jiipire. 

I.uther  had  \  isions  (d'  reforming-  the  rhurc-li.  ami 
today  foil)'  countries  in  iiortluMii  l')iirope  hear  lii- 
name. 

John  Kno.x  had  \  isions.  nnd  in  aiiony  of  soiil 
lie  crieil  out:  'Miod  ;:ive  me  Scotland  or  I  die,"' 
and    (Jod    gave    him    Scotland. 


,'■  s'--:^j>:f^  \\  i^O-^'rify  -r^    ^yr^i^IA^hj^^ 


I 
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\'n\V.  ill  \i('\V  nf  ;ill  flli<,  '^llnilM  it  st>,'IM  -^t  r;iM '^c 
ll:.it  .1  l!;i|ili-it  |.,itriiit.  cNilcd  fintii  hi^  Imiiii'  .iiicl 
ilyiii'j  :i;tiiiii'j  ^t  r:i  ml;!'!-..  ^IkhiM  ,|ir:iiii  i>\'  ;i  l;:i|,ti-.t 
l-M-iluin     ill     t '.•ni;i.|;i,     ,'iihl     -iinuhl     iii;.l,i'     III,    .lic.iin 

l^li">\ll      til     ili-     lUfl  liliMI.     with     (lie     tllMll-ht      fli;it      [iiT 
'•l.'llirr      if      tiiiMlit      ill-pill-     fllrin      Illni      lllcif     i- li  i  M  n  ■!!  "s 

iliiiiiri'ii    til    iii:ikc    tiiMt    .Iri'.iin    ;i    rcilily.'      \Vli;iti-\pr 
>|'ii    'i';iy    tlii;ik    iif    it.    I    \v;int    111    ti'll    \i)U    tli;il    I    inn 

lliMlc    |irill  nlllhiiv     runs  iiM-i'i|     |i.,|;iy    Hl;ill     I     \\;i<    W  liiMI 

I  WKitc  fliiif  iliciiiii,  fli.Mt  till'  t'lhiiic  liolils  <;r»';if 
thiiiLis  ill  -Inir  l,,r  till'  l'.;i|,|  i-1-  in  Ciinniln.  Witli 
'iiir  «  111  i-t  i;iii  riiJlcMi'-,  onr  iciiiMii'iMti'  thiiirli  iiit'in 
hi'iship.  .■imi  our  linnurrat  ir  lonn  nf  ilmrrli  ummmii- 
nii'iit,  \vc  iiM'  IkuiihI  III  i'\riri-r  n  t  ri'mi'iiijinis  in 
llurni-i'  on  till'  |inlitii-:il.  sncinl  .•iihI  rciiiiimis  lilV  of 
tlir   n.'itioii. 

'I'lii'  sfnti'  iini\  nsit  ifs  i.l'  ( icriinitiy,  Uritiiin  ninl 
Anii'iii-n  linxr  |.iim|iii-('i|  a  r;it  iniin  lisin  ;mmI  mntcrial- 
isin  that  aiT  loijay  t  iiira)  ciii  n'^  tjir  \  cry  touinlatinii 
I'f  I'rolcstant  < 'liri<tia  iiity.  I  am.  t  iMMcfi.ii',  in- 
I'liii'''!  to  lii'licM'  that  nu  rliurrli  or  ili'iiumiiial  inn 
'■an  lin-oiitc  j^rcat  ainl  riMiiain  ^rcat  tor  (-("it urics 
uiiii"<s  it  i-  uirat  in  ifs  own  uiii\  ersit  ics.  State 
iiji-als  can  lun cr  Ic  Christian  iilcals.  ami  Christian 
I'llm-atiiiii  cannot  he  carricil  on  without  a  Christian 
atnio^iihcrc.  'I'licrftnn'.  if  we  arc  ;^(.inti  to  l)cc()tiic 
-troni:-  cnouiih  to  stamp  our  impress  on  a  uro.'it 
•Mill  inowiiiu  nation,  W(>  must  strcn.iitliiMi  our  dc- 
iioniinatioiiai  colleges  ami  multiply  our  churches  in 
rvi'vy  part  ot'  the  Dominion,  auil  to  ai-complish  our 
purpose  I  lie^i  to  su^i^est  the  following  moije  of 
pi  oi-ciluro:  — 

il)  That  the  new  liililc  puMished  liy  tho  Anicri- 
'■aii  iiaptists  Ix'  read  in  e\-er_\-  15apti-t  pulpit,  ami 
every   Baptist   hiune  in   C.anaila. 


('J.)  That  <'\('iy  clnirili  I;ih'|i  dii  haiul  a  ^o.i,] 
■"I'l''.^  "I  I*-:!!''"'  Iit''i:it  111.'  aii.l  |HTtiiif  itv  iriiMii  |.i>i^ 
'"  <i''iil''il"  ''  lii'dv  aiiiDii;^  liirii-  mill  r.a|.ti-t  nd-li 
'""■-•  AImi,  imtv  Siiii.|a\  Srlini.l  I  i  I .  ra  r  \  -Imiil.; 
'•iHilaiii  sii.-li  l,(t(»k<  as  'riiculiisia  I'lrncsl,  (liacr  '\'r.. 
"'"I-  'I'll"'  l'.:i|'li-l  I'liih  i|.|.-.  ,-{<■.  W,.  -limil,!  ,ih,, 
\>''\'-  a  r.,i|ip>l  (  ati'.ir^iii  t'nr  I'lir  i-hi  Mmmi  \Vr 
'■•"II'"'  i'\|fi-l  niii  yi.imu  |iiu|.l.'  In  iiiiiaiii  Imal  n 
''"'>  lia\.'  lie, IT  lia.l  any  .|o.-tii(,al  t  r.ic  lii  ii-.  'I'll,' 
''''ii"'i  Hiat  .Ici.'^  II. ,t  |.?c:!i'li  it^  uwii  .liM't  nil.'-,  -,M.ii 
l.i'iiiiic-    llaliliv. 

(•'I    '''II    lii'inc   ini^^inii    l.dirds  sliduM   .Miiiilds-  .'\aii 
•j.lj.t-  a-  -...(,11  a-   \'u'.ul-^   will   |i.Tiiiil.   1.1  a-,-i-t    |.a--|..i- 
II      i-\r\v      a-- ii.-iati.iii      I.I     ^t  ri'h;.'t  hi-n      tlic      ufak.T 
'li'.n-'la's    ail.!     c-talpli-h     new     (.nc-     \\|iciic\rr     li.-iv 
I-    '"I    la.iMii  t  iini;  \  .       Ill    tilt'    iiK  ant  iiiir.    i'\ci\     j.a-i.n 

-ll'Mll.l      ii'      Ir^      (M\ll      (   \aM,-cli>t  :      til.'     .■Illllcll      tli;il       i- 

li'-li    in    .■\aii.'i'li-t>   will    lie  an   aii'^ri'^si  \  ,>  .Imi.-ji. 

'   I'    <'lni-tian     w.unm    NJM.iii.l    he    i^ivcn    a    |ii'i.iriiii 
'■nt    I'ai'    ill    .-ity    ini--i.tn    wink. 

i"),i  l'a-t.»rs  >!iipuIi|  h..  to  tli.'  Ikimics  nt'  ( ■|iii>t  ia  ii 
paii'iifs  a'l.j  .•.in.|iii-t  a  pi-aycr  scr\  i.-c.  an. I  tliiis  lii'lp 
flii'iii  '«'  '!.-.ii.a(('  tliiir  iicwl.oni  i-liil.lrcn  to  thf 
I. or. I,  !!y  so  .loiij.j  tlii'y  woiil.l  i'fMio\i'  a  mountain 
"''  I'l'viiMi.-c  Ir.tni  the  ?niii.ls  of  non  I{ai.ti>t-<  an.l 
"oiiM  tca.li  ,lic  parents  their  olili^ation  to  luin^- 
•I,"  'li'ii  «-liil,|reii  ill  the  fear  of  tli.'  Ivord.  TIk' 
la  jl.ct  .;f  fan:il\-  pra^'er  an.l  Christiaa  tea.-hiiii;  in 
''■'  iK'ine  is  til.'  cat'-e  of  ai.niost  all  the  cxil  in  the 
^^"'■lil-  'l"h.'  .-iMirrh  that  will  sa\e  the  home  is  the 
.•hliich    t  hat    will    ^a\  (•   the    world. 

r.'i)  Till'  .■il;t(i!s  (if  .iiip  newspapers  iiiiist  enter 
iii^|»  tl"'  'ainpai-ii  with  a  xeal  lioni  of  conxi.-tion. 
''''i''.\     'i''ive    it     ill    their    jK.wer   to    make    the     I'.aj.tisf 
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>l<'ii(iriiin;itiuii    the   L'rf;it.wt   •l(Miniiiiii;ifiiiri    in   ( 'miimiIm. 
Tlicv    ,Ai\    so    iiispii,.    thi'ir    ic:i.|i  r-;    tli;it    i\v\\     |',;i|. 
fi^t      \\ill     I.e.  i.iiu'     ,1      liiinic     iiii^sii(|i.ir\  ,     iiinl     ('\cr\ 
l.iiiii!\    ;i    imnii'   illi•^-l^tl   clmrrli.  ainl    i-wry   clmnli    .-i 
^^••11'    'aiiiji.       Till-    stroii.izc^t    .iinl     \»-~\     inrii     in    tli.' 

'IciH'IllilKltidll      shouM     lir<     .•I|i|.nillt''.|     t(i      (ill      til li 

tniiiil    ,-li;iir.    fnr   (Ii..\-   an'   -din;:   tn   iii;i!v.'   u-i   iill   the 
"niM    with    .New    'l'cst;mi.Mit    'liiinlics. 

(i)  VV,.  >li(iiiM  have  ;i  i|iiiiii|iii'iiii''al  I  >i)niiiiiiiii 
I  nin  t'litiiiii  tn  lilml  to^^i'thfi-  tlic  Ma|.ti>ts  i>t'  the 
'liilfiaiit  |M(.\  iiiiTs  aihl  k('c|.  thciii  all  inan-liin;: 
tcwar.l  till'  ^(lal,  \i/.:  that  of  r<-toriii;,'  |iriiniti\t> 
•  'liristianil  y. 

I  .1111  ••oit\  iiict'.!  that  the  only  way  that  wo  can 
>a\t'  our  iico|)lf  from  iiololcMt-t',  spiritual  sta-rnatioii 
.mhI  rnatt'riaiisru  is  to  set  h»>for(>  tlicni  a  hi;,'!)  ideal 
ami  tlicd  usf  cNcry  jmssililo  means  to  kccji  tlioni 
mari-liiii}f  towaril   it. 

Thi"  Apostlo  I'aul  saiW.  "[  press  towanl  the 
mark   of  the   |.ri/.o  of  my   lii;;li   i-alliiiLr. " 

The  (juestioii  is.  What  is  the  hi-h  callin;/  of  the 
r.ajptists  of  Canaila.'  Why  do  they  r(>main  separate 
from  other  denoiiiiiiati(uis .'  What  is  the  mark  to- 
wards  wlii(di   we  are   press i ii ;i  .' 

I  lieseedi  you  l»rethren,  to  set  apart  ati  hour  mi 
this  present  convention,  if  possilde.  to  discuss  this 
important  (|uostion.  And  now.  in  (dosin^r.  h>t  nie 
assure  you  that  I  lo\  e  you  all  with  an  unfei^Mied 
lo\c    ami    loiiu'   after    vou    witli    a    lndv    ioii'dii" 

'file  motto  I  lia\-e  sent  you.  \  i/  :  '-'riiy  kin^idom 
'on.e. ""  is  prohaidy  th(>  last  motto  I  will  e\fr  send 
To  my  litdo\ed  denomination.  I  am  sorelv  alVlicted, 
iM.v  u  h(de  body  is  full  i>{  jiain.  loit  thatik  Cod  I 
am  not  comjuered.     Tlie  ^^ates.  of  hell  cannot  pre\  ail 
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L,,i'il    .losus   Clirist    lie    with    you   all.      Aiiu' 
!U'    laith.  Olio   liaptiMii. 
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